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Back and ready to rumble!
After a one-year absence due to Covid, FIRST Robotics is returning to the Maverik Center April 8 and 9.

	April 6, 2022 — After a one-year break due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the Utah FIRST Robotics Competition at the Maverik Center is back, and the student-made robots are more advanced and agile than ever! 
	Forty-one high school student teams from Utah and around the country (even China) will converge Friday, April 8, and Saturday, April 9, in the center’s main arena at 3200 S. Decker Lake Drive in West Valley City to compete in the annual challenge that has robots designed and built by the teens to perform specific tasks. The event, co-organized by the University of Utah’s College of Engineering, is free and open to the public. (The best place to park for news media is on the south side of the stadium near the “VIP/Will Call entrance where they can check in for a press pass. Parking is free.)
	This year’s game is called “Rapid React,” and teams must process cargo for transportation. Each group is assigned a cargo color to process by retrieving their assigned cargo (large balls) and scoring it into the hub. Teams that win the Utah regional competition as well as select award winners will move on to the FIRST national championship held April 20-23 in Houston.
“We are so glad to be back in real life! Students and mentors have been hard at work as they’ve put the engineering process to the test from conceptualization to final product,” said FIRST Regional Director Chelsey Short. “The Utah Regional is a major production designed to entertain and engage the community in a celebration of STEM in a sports-like setting with music, food, mascots and random dance parties.”
	The FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) Robotics Competition helps promote and foster science and technology learning among the nation’s high school students, creating a new generation of engineers, programmers, and scientists. Each year, the competition takes on a different theme, and the nature of the game changes.
	FIRST has certainly been an influence on young Diana Trifanenkova, a member of this year’s Cottonwood High School robotics team, who originally wanted to study to be an interior designer — that is until she began designing and building her robot.
	“After joining FIRST Robotics, I’m now really interested in engineering,” said the 16-year-old junior and member of Cottonwood’s “Underdogs” team. “That’s when I realized how engineering might be helpful for me and my future, but that it also could help other people as well.”
	Diana’s team is also an example of an emerging trend for FIRST Robotics — more female participants are jumping into the competition. When Underdogs team captain Rachel Arlen started four years ago, she was the only female member. This year, the team is made up of all girls except for one.
“Our instructor is super welcoming of all kinds of students to join our team,” said Rachel, who plans to attend the University of Utah in engineering.
Not only is the team of seven core members nearly all girls, but most of them are from other countries, including Syria, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Venezuela, Columbia, and Russia, which is where Diana originates.
	“The team leaders are all girls and have demonstrated to be ready to lead the way,” said the team’s co-coach, Yuri Perez-Alvarez. “We kept recruiting members for the team . . . inspired by the hard work of the girls.”
Along with the University of Utah’s College of Engineering, the event’s main sponsors include the Larry H. and Gail Miller Family Foundation (Founding Sponsor), the U.S. Air Force, Dominion Energy, Northrup Grumman, and STEM Action Center Utah.

Video and photo opportunities for news media include:
	• Opening ceremonies: Friday and Saturday, 8:30 to 9 a.m.
	• Qualification matches: Friday, 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5:45 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
	• Final rounds: Saturday, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
	• Awards ceremonies: Saturday, 4:30 to 6 p.m.
	• Pits: Opens Friday and Saturday at 8 a.m.

	For more information about this year’s game and to view the “Rapid React” demo, please visit www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc/game-and-season.
A full press packet with additional materials, including a description of the game, team list, arena map, and background on Utah’s FIRST Regional Competition, will be available at the volunteer desk at the stadium (enter through the VIP/Will Call ground-level entrance on the south side) beginning Thursday, April 7. Digital copies of the packet are available at: www.utfrc.utah.edu/press-kit/.
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